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The Sboryanovo archaeological reservation covers the 
territory of one of the most remarkable centres of religious and 
political life in ancient Thrace. It functioned during the Iron Age 
/1st millennium BC/ in the lands of the Getae ana experienced 
its highest upsurge in the Early Iron Age /9th-7th century BC/ 
and during die Early Hellenistic Age. us planning was subordi- 
nated to a concept seeking harmony between Nature and what 
human hands have created in the heart of Nature. 

Several sanctuaries and cult sites were built in the centre 
of the settlement covering about 16,000 sq.m., in the valley of the 
-picturesque Krapinets river and along its two banks. More than 
100 tumuli were focalized in the periphery of the settlement, in the 
highest places. 

At the very heart of the settlement, in the courtyard of 
the Alian monastery called Demir Baba /"Iron Father"/, there 
used to be a Thracian sanctuary from which remains dated to the 
4th- lth century BC have survived to this day near the springs /l/ 
. The traces of life during the prehistoric period, as well as the 
contemporary ritual practice m the .region of the monastery, 
testify to millennia-long cultural traditions. 

One of the earliest sanctuaries, founded as early as the 
beginning of the 1st millennium BC and functioning until the 4th- 
3ra cenriiry BC, was localized on the high plateau to the west of 
Demir Baba Teke, in the Kamen Rid locality /2/. In the 4th-3rd 
century BC the area to the west of Demir Baba Teke. near the 
hydroelectric power station /3A was also surrounded by stone 
walls, but its interpretation as a fortified settlement has not been 
confirmed by research carried out in the latest archaeological 
seasons. Most probably a new sanctuary started functioning here 
during the Early Hellenistic Age and continued the traditions of 
the sanctuary near Kamen Rid. 

Stone walls that are still visible on the surface sur- 
rounded pits and stone constructions - rectangular, round and 
oval - built during the Hellenistic Age in the areabetween Kamen 
Rid and the tumuli of the western necropolis, in the Novite 
Korenezhi locality. 

Impressive walls of three large buildings, subordinated 
to a unified planning, are lockalized m the Lyiuyakoyiyat Grad 
locality, in the river valley, near one of its most picturesque 
meanders. They belonged"^ may be to a residence, built by the 
gaetic kings on the sacred land. 

The earliest among the tumular necropolises surround- 
ing the settlement is found in the Nivata Na Pevetsa locality /4/ 
. Ft is dated to the Early Iron Age and is connected with the first 
period of the nourishing of the settlement. 

The western and the eastern necropolises of Sboryanovo 
are the most impressive, I^eUminary observations associate the 
different groups of tumuli with the mirror images of some of the 
constellations bearing the popular names of "Plough" and 
"Berenice's Hair". Various objects and rich crave goods have 
been found in the tumuli investigated so far. Some contain only 
animal burials or valuable objects, others are empty. 

Three stone tombs with semicylindrical vaults, localized 
close to one another, have been discovered in the northern end 
of the eastern necropolis. The tomb under Ginina Mogila mound, 
i.e. the Sveshtari tomb, is a unique monument ot Thracian 




sepulchlar architecture and it is of world significance /5/. To- 
gether with the other two elegant but smaller twin-tombs, it 
Tanned a unified architectural complex, created in the last 
decades of the 4th and in the beginning of the 3rd century BC 
/6/. The tallest tumulus of the settlement /20 m high/, known 
as the Big Sveshtari Tomb, occupies the central position in the 
southern group of tumuli of the eastern necropolis. 

The planning of the settlement, the character of the 
different cult sites, the sculptured figures of the ten caryatids 
in the tomb under the mound Ginina Mogila, symbolizing the 
Great Goddess-Mother, as well as the votive inscription to the 
goddess Phosphoros /ArtemisAfound near the hydroelectric 
power plant, associate the settlement with the sofar-chthonic 
cult which was most worshipped by the Thracians, personified 
by the Great Goddess Artemis and the solar god Apollo. 

Oral tradition amang the population today has pre- 
served the name Dausdava - a name mentioned by Ptolemy. 
Dausdava /The City of Wolves/ was probably the most ancient 
name of this Getic centre that has survived to our days. This 
hypothesis is supported both by its localization on the map of 
Northeastern Bulgaria, and by' the numerous dog burials dis- 
covered in that part of Thrace and in the tumuli of the cult 
centre. According to another hypothesis, this was also the place 
of the residence of the Getic ruler Dromichaites-Helis, where 
he received the defeated Macedonian ruler Lysimachos. 

The charm of Dausdava can be sought not only in the 
beauty of the finds or in the anticipation of future excavations. 
It is also unique with the living ritual traditions to this day. The 
name "Sboryanovo" means a meeting-place. The ancient tradi- 
tion of adorning the trees around Demir Baba Teke with 
coloured ribbons and pieces of clothing has survived amongthe 
local population - Alianes and Christians to this day. ihe 
innumerable candles lit on the rocks and left as an offering in 
the sanctuary of the Iron Father suggest the force of the fiery 
solar cult. 

m The clay /7/ and metal finds /8/ in Sboryanovo and the 
perfection of the architecture testify to the high level of Thra- 
cian culture and to the faraway contacts of the Getic centre with 
the trade and religious centres along the entire Eastern Medi- 
terranean region. Although traces oflife during earlier and later 
periods are not lacking, Sboryanovo-Dausdava has neverthe- 
less remained the place associated with one of the most 



important centres of ancient Thrace for centuries. 



Gergova 




Bxoai>t Ha rpo6HMUdTa 
The Entrance of the tomb 




H3tohhhht HeKponoji c ro/iHMaTa CeemapCKa Montna 
The Eastern necropolis with the Big Sveshtary tumulus 
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Tpo6HHuaTa 
no A Morula 13 
The tomb below 
tumulus 13 



Tpo^HHuaTa 

no a MorMJia 12 
The tomb below 
tumulus 12 





CBeTHJiHiiieTo Ha "KaMeH pma". KaMeH Kptr 
The sanctuary at "Kamen rid". Stone circle 




06eKTi>T npn "BoAHa ueHTpaJia" 

The sife near the "Hydroelectric power station 



AMOHHCOBa 

cpe6i»pHa n/iac 

TMHa. H3T0HeH 

Hexponoxi 
Dionysos Silver 
plaque. Eastern 
cemetery 
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rpoCHM Aapose. 
MorMjia 35. 3anaA©H 

HCKpOnOJl. 

Grave gifts. 
Thumulus 35. 
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C6op«hobo" - riiiaH Ha pe3epB3Ta 
"Sboryanovo" - map of the reservation 



3a na ah mat HeKponoji 
The Western necropolis 




nPH MAHACTMPA 
W ^EMHP EAEA" 

/"WEJiEmwn: BAmA"/ 

AT THE DEMIR BABA 
MONASTERY 



M aHSflnupMn tf A,«n>P <Sa6a B ■ lacm om aneaama m mpakoockomo 

cBcmoAome 

The monastery "Danir baba* and part of the wall of the Thracian sanctuary 








a/ Prehistoric Finds 

The excavations at the 16th century monastery Demir 
Baba /Iron Father/ reveal the millennial living traditions pre- 
served in that part of the fertile valley of the Krapinets nver. 
Being surrounded by dense forests and offering excellent living 
conditions, the river attracted settlers in the remote antiquity. 
One of the two earliest tells in it /the second one being localized 
to the northeast of the Malak Porovets village/ is found 
immediately next to the Alian monastery and is dated to the 
Chalcolithic Age /5th-4th millennium' BC/. Excavations out- 
side the monastery courtyard revealed remains of wattle-and- 

daub dwellings, burials and numerous finds suggesting the high 
culture and tne interesting religious notions o?the population 
of the region during that time. The Chalcolithic Age was a 
period ot upsurge and innovations in the economic life: in 
metallurgy and agriculture, as well as in the extended trade. The 
relatively small settlements were densely built. In addition to 
the stone and flintstone tools, the use of copper tools started 
towards the end of that period. There were magnificent thin- 
walled clay vessels with burnished surface, with incised and 
drawn ornamentation. Idol sculpture, represented predomi- 
nantly by female figurines, reflects the important role of the 
fertility culL 

The end of the Chalcolitic Age was marked by pro- 
found chances in the appearance of the ar theological cultures 
not only in tne present-day Bulgarian lands, but olso in a large 
part or Southeastern Europe. This led to a break in the 
Chalcolitic tradition and to the emergence of a new Early 
Bronze Age culture. Life there died down for several millennia, 

Boryana Mateva 

b/ The Thracian Sanctuary . s 
An Early Thracian sanctuary emerged among the rock 
massifs rising along the river terrace during the Early Iron Age 
/end of 2nd- first half of the 1st millennium BC/, to develop into 
a natural and architectural complex in the second half of tne 1st 
millennium BC. 

The three rock massifs, which are now incorporated in 
the foundations of the mediaeval monastery complex, featured 
most prominently in the layout of the sanctuary during the pre- 
Hellentstic and Hellenistic periods /6th- 1st century BC/. The 
pair of rocks built into its central part formed the nucleus. Of 
special interest is the bigger rock to the north, more than 2m 
high, with steep narrow steps hewn into the rocks and winding 
like a spiral. In their natural form the two rocks were probably 
standing close to one another, forming a narrow passage. It can 

be assumed that the rock fragment with hewn facade, whose 
secondary use in the later building can be seen, was placed on 
top at that time, and through a majestic natural arc helping to 







form the solemn and ceremonious entrace to the world beyond. 

The third rock massif, again more than 2m. tall, which 
served as external altar, can be seen at a distance of about 20m 
east of the central group of rocks. A wide arc-like niche is hewn 
on its interior facade and it collects the last rays of the sunset. 
A quadrangular sacrificial platform is hewn above the niche, 
with a small trough and a groove falling to the base, where the 
blood of the sacrificial animals was collected in a large vessel / 
pythos/. 

The cult required also a closed chamber on the terri- 
tory of the sanctuary. A primitive building existed at the foot of 
the central group of rocks, between it and the altar. Construc- 
tions emphasizing its cult nature were cleared and exposed 
among its burned ruins which prevented the more accurate 
reconstruction of its plan and outward appearance. At both 
ends there were square day platforms - sacred trays on which 
the sacrifical gifts were offered - with two clay circles - altars 
between them, each lm in diameter and 10 cm high at the 
centre, which represented the clay image of a part oia sphere 
surrounded by a wide rounded belt. 

A sacred wall separated the sacred territory from its 
environment. The remains of the monumental and stone walls 
from the different construction periods, bearing the typical 
features of Thracian construction, are among the most impres- 
sive remains of a Thracian cult complex, preserved to this day. 

The ruins of block construction without mortar were 
from a rectangular water reservoir supplied with water from a 
nearby spring. This Guaranteed constant water reserves and was 
probably connected^ with the cult rituals. 

Thus in the course, of the development and construc- 
tion of the sanctuary, the natural cult elem ents began to be com - 
plemented with new, man-made elements. During the period of 
its greatest flourishing /end of 4th 1st century BC/ the sanctu- 
ary was probably an important religious centre, connected with 
the political centre of the Get ae, which was also localized in the 
neighbourhood, and it preserved its importance for several 
centuries. 

Anna Balkanska 



Tpaka&cka kepHMuk*. 

ThrariM pottery. Hellenistic period 







Clay vessels - chakolithk period 




Ew m Cbgode a npeg mw . 
Clay vessels sad objects. Hellenistic 




a kpnrvun op-*gaa - kaafeHO-Megna enoxa 
Slonc and flint Mo ire toob - chakotithk period 




r&anean oqoau - kaimuo-iaegaa eaoxa 
Clay idols - dudcoUtkic period 




Ocmankome om mpakuockomo cftemunme npa Mjuuumap* 
The remains of the Thraeian sanetaaiy at the monastery 




<Ppa£M€BHi om ykpaceno otavu*** EAomrmmweka cwn 
Fragment of a decorated hearth. Hellenistic period 




EpOKioBa {wtyAa TpakoOeko mon" 
Bronze flbnla of "ITuacian type" 
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Pukonkume na ctAUujento om kaMeHO-Megnama enoxa 
The excavations bf the settlement of the chalcolit hk perid 




PA3KOIIKHTE IIPH 
BOflHATA OEHTPAJIA 

THE EXCAVATIONS 

NEAR THE 

HYDROELECTRIC POWER 

PLANT 




There is an area of about eight hectares surrounded by 
stone walls on the relatively smooth plateau on which the hydro- 
electric power plant is situated, closed in on all sides by the 
deeply cut meandres of the Krapinets river. The fortification 
system is complex and monumental 

The fortification does not have correct geometric oul- 
ines and the walls follow the configuration of the terrain. The 
main fortification wall, 3.60 to 4 m. thick, has been preserved at 
a height of about 1.30 m. It is with two well-shaped f acedes made 
of large stone blocks. They are irregular in shape and rest 
directly on the limestone bedrock. The filling is of small and 
middle-sized crushed stones without mortar. In some sectors 
the main fortification wall was doubled by a second, interior 
wall of a similar thickness, but probably smaller in height 
initially and separated from the external wall by a narrow 
corridor. There are no towers or any other additional construc- 
tions on the walls* Only in the northern end there are perpen- 
dicular barrier protrusions which stick out of the wall. 

In the southern wall there is an elaborate gate which 

probably provided the link to the eastern necropolis along the 
slope to the southeast, through the river's canyon. It is possible 
that another road led from the gate to the southwest, past the 
fortification wall. The first epigraphic monument was discov- 
ered in 1987 near the southern gate: a prismatic limestone block 
with an inscription in Greek reading "Menecharmos, son of 
Poseidonios, made a votive offering to Phosphoros". It is 
possible that the monument originated from a small sanctuary 
of the goddess who was known as patron-goddess of gates, 
fortresses and cities. 

Traces of building were discovered in the interior of 
the settlement. On the floor of one of these buildings there is 
a hearth of beaten earth, used for cult practices. 

Ceramic material features most prominently among 
the finds. Local pottery- making is represented by handmade 
thick-walled vessels decorated with plastic bands, divided by 
pinches, oblique hatches or tonque-snaped protrusions replac- 
ing handles. There are numerous fragments of wheel-turned 
vessels: platesjugs,cups,etc Imported ceramic material was 
also abundant: Attic white glazed kontharoi, fish dishes, small 
plates, lamps, askoi, etc., probably originating from the Greek 
colonies along the Black Sea. The amphora material is extre- 
mely rich, suggesting import of wine, olive oil and other goods. 
Many amphora seals have been found, with predominance of 
seals from Thasos, followed by those from Sinopc, Hcraklcia 
Pontica and from some other as yet unidentified centres. 
Excavations have also unearthed other varied finds of metal 

ornaments and weapons, tools, etc. Animal bones are present 
in substantial amounts. Three coins have been found so far: a 
silver Alexander-type drachm, a silver coin of Histria and a 



bronze coin of Kallatis, all of them dated to the Early Hellenistic 
Age. On the basis of the local and Greek ceramics, amphora 
seals and coins, the period during which the sanctuary existed 
can be dated relatively accurately to the last third of the 4th and 
the first half of the 3rd century BC. 

The topographic closeness and the chronological cor- 
respondence rule out any doubts about the links of the site both 
with the Thracian sanctuary at Demir Baba Teke and with tha 
large tumular necropolises on both its sides. Although archaeo- 
logical research is still in its initial stage, the results suggest thet 
the settlement was a major military, political, economic and 
cultural centre in the region of present-day Northestera Bul- 
garia, probably the capital of a powerful Getic dynasty. 

Maria Chichikova 
Peter Delev 



lOxHBTa nopTa 
The Southern gat 








OrHHiua npeA K>»CHaTa CTeHa 
Clay Hearths near the Southern wall 



rjIMHeHH CfeAOBe 

Clay vessels 





rjiMHGH KaHTapoc 



MeCTHM H 
BHOCHM CbAOBe 

Local and 
imported vessels 





Am0ophm nenaTH 
Amphora seals 




Bpi>x Ha Konne 
Spear head 

BpOH30BM BVpXOBe N8 CTpeJlM 

Bronze arrow-heads 
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nnaH Ha o6e*Ta 
Plan of the site 

rjlHHBH C*A 

Clay vessel 




PasKonKMTe npN "BoAHa ueHTpajia . 

The excavations near the "Hydroelectric power plant 



CBETHJIHmETO B 

MECTHOCTTA 

"KAMEH PH,H" 
THE SANCTUARY IN THE 

KAMEN RID LOCALITY- 




At the beginning of the 1st millennium BC, which olso 
marked the beginning of the Iron Age in Thrace, the Getae 
started performing verious ritual practices at the high plateau 
west of Demir Baoa Teke, called Kamen Rid, The area sur- 
rounded by the stone walls that have survived to this day is about 
4.75 hectares. The remains of the earliest wall of the sanctuary 
are visible in the southern corner. Many hearths were plastereo 
on the rocks, along this wall. Large accumulations of clay 
vessels, clay idols and magic objects, animal bones, small 
vessels used in the cult practices, miniature models of vessels, 
aricles of adornment and other objects were found around the 
hearths during the excavations. There are also many accumu- 
lations of ceramic materials, bones, articles of adornment and 

other gifts over the rest of the territory of the sanctuary. Human 
babv bones and fragments of a human skull hint at human 
sacrifices. Sacrificial offerings are discovered in natural pits. 

The sanctuary probably acquired its final appearance 
in the 4th-3rd century BC. From the north and from the south 
it was surrounded with walls about 2m thik, preserved to this 
day with a height of up to lm, Filling with small stones was used 
between the large stone blocks shaping the facades of the walls. 
A small rectangular niche was also built in the northern wall* A 
system of stone constructions existed in the northwestern part, 
with two oval-shaped obstructions featuring centrally in it. The 
construction on the south represents a circle with a built-in 
large rock fragment and it is made of large stones. The 
construction on the north is oval in shape and its entrance is 
from the northeast. It is built using the same techniques with 
which the surrounding walls were built. The two circles formed 
a cult complex on the territory of the sanctuary, characterized 
by all distinquishing features of the old sanctuaries in the 
Eastern Mediterranean world, namely: walls surrounding the 
sanctuary, entrance from the south, absence of defensive 
constructions and sections associated with active ritual activi- 
ties. 

For the time being, the sanctuary in Kamen Rid is the 
earliest in the region of Sboryanovo. It testifies to the old 
. Thracian roots of the Getic settlement founded at the dawn of 
the Iron Age. Together with the sanctuary situated below it in 
the courtyard of the Demir Baba Teke, near the shady springs 
in the river valley, the sanctuary in Kamen Rid seemed to form 
a cult complex whose position at two levels apparently empha- 
sized the solar-chthonic character of the cult practised there of 
the Great Goddess Artemis and the solar Apollo. A narrow 
path still leads from the Demir Baba Teke to Kamen Rid, and 
the idea of their interlinking has been preserved to this day in 
the legend about the Iron Father /Demir Baba/ who left his 
footprint when he climbed from the Teke to the plateau in two 
strides. 

The millennial tradition of the sacred place has not 
died down to this day. In addition to Demir Baba Teke, Kamen 
Rid and its surroundings are among the most favourite places, 
visited by all those who have cherished the traditions over the 
millennia and have bowed to the force of Nature. 

Diana Gergova 






EMKOHHMeH C1»A 

B iconic vessel 



XdJurcM 9H6yjia 
Iron fibula 





FflHHeHM H8UIH 

Clay cupa 




rilMHeHM MAO/IM 

Clay idols 



TllHliaHH MIHHCTB H MarMHOCKN npCHAMOTM 

Clay beads and magic objects 




r/iHHeHM npeujJieHM 3a BpeTeHO 
Clay spindle - whorls 




CeseptiaTa CTCHa 
Hie Northern wall 




CeeepHN^T KSMeHex Kpt»r 
The Northern atone circle 
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"KaMeH pna'% 06m n/\an 
"Kamen rid". General plan 

TjiMHeHO on-mme 
Clay hearth 
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KaMeH pMfl". norjieA ot MaHacTMpa "AeMHp 3a6a" 
Kamen rid". A view from the monastery ' Denw baba" 
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The ceramic material discovered on the ter- 
rytory of Sboryanovo is rich and varied, most numerous 
being the articles produced by local Thracian potters. 
They give rich information about the history of their 
production, about the contacts and artistic taste of the 
ancient Thracians. 

Studies carried out in Sboryanovo so far led to 
the discovery of a large number of totally preserved or 
fragmented vessels, best represented among them 
being those dated to the Early Iron Age /llth-6th 
century BC/ and to the Hellenistic Age /end of 4th- 1st 
century BC/. 

The Early Iron Age ceramics, exclusively 
handmade, had a great variety of forms: plates with 
mouth rim turned inwards, kantharos-like cups, large 
biconic vessels, etc Most of the vessels are with rich and 
varied decoration of stamped geometric motifs and 
ovoid ornaments, cannellures, buckets of different 
shapes and sizes, plastic bands, most frequently differ- 
entiated by pinching with the fingers. 

The production of handmade ceramics con- 
tinued during the Hellenistic Age as well. The vessels 
were made of coarser clay, with more admixtures and 
rough surface. The shape and decoration continued 
some Early Iron Age traditions, especially in plastic 
ornamentation. The wheel-turned vessels are to a great 
extent a further development of the old local forms. 
They are grey or red and varied in form: plates with 
mouth rim turned inwards, or with a complex profile 
and turned outwards, bowls, deep vessels with spheric 
or biconic bodies, etc. Some local forms repeated 
Greek imported forms. 

The clay vessels performed varied functions. 
Apart from everyday needs, they were also used for 

libations and as votive gifts in the sanctuaries, the ashes 

of the deceased persons were kept in them in the 
necropolises, or they were placed in the tombs as grave 
offerings. 

Darin a Valceva 




r/lMMeHW HailJM. "KaMBH pma". 

PaHHo*e/i«3Ha enoxa 

Clay cups. "Kamen rid". Early Iron Age 





KaHTapoc. MecrHa pen/iHKa Ha rpbuxa 
0opMa. "BoAHa ueHTpa^a. EjiMHMCTMiecKa 

etioxa 

Cantharos. Local replica. "Hydroelectric 
power station". Hellenistic period 




TpaKHHCKa Mama. fleMwp 6a 6 a toko. 

FnMMMCTMHeoKa enoxa. 

Thracian cup. Demir baba teke. Hellenistic 

period. 

TpaKHRCKM ct>A0Be. MorMna 35. 3anaaeH 
H€Kpono/i. EnHHKCTHHecKa enoxa. 
Thracian vessels. Tumulus 35. Western 
necropolis. Hellenistic period. 






BMKOHMHeN Cbfl. "KaMeH pMA . 

Biconic vessel. "Kamen rid". 







KepdMHHHM (J>parMeHTM c yKpaca. "KaMeH puzi" 
Decorated ceramic fragments. "Kamen rid". 







THE NECROPOLIS 

IN 

THE LOCALITY "THE 

SINGER'S FIELD" 



Morw/ia I. 06m nor/ieA 
Tumulus I. General view 
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In the forest area to the west of the big 
Sveshtari tomb there are stone constructions left 
after the investigation of the five low tumuli with 
a stone embankment, 6x8 and 8x10 m in diameter. 
The tumuli have a fortifying ring in their periph- 
ery. After the first burial, the space surrounded by 
this ring was filled with smaller stones. Various 
rituals accompanied the piling up of the tumuli, 
libations and purifications with fire or with live 
coals accompanied the drawing of the outlines of 
the tumulus and the preparations for the burial. 
During later ritual feasts on the spot to com- 
memorate the dead /trisnae/, the vessels brought 
for the food and the drinks wore broken. 

A total of 25 burials were discovered in 
the course of the excavations: 20 with inhum ation 
and the rest with cremation. Tumulus I was 
distinguished by the only burial it contains. The 
buried adult man was placed in extended supine 
position in its geometric centre. The man was very 
well built physically. In his hands folded over the 
body he held a spear in diagonal position, whose 
point was next to his head. For the time being, this 
position is without parallel in Northeastern 
Thrace and it emphasizes the military rank of the 
deceased. The fact thet he was buried alone in the 
t umuius suggests a higher social status. Tumuli in 
and V contain four burials, tumulus IV - six, 
tumulus II - eight or more. In tumuli II and III the 
burials were performed at two levels: on the 
terrain and above the layer covering the primary 
burials. Hie discovered remains of male and 
female individuals in adult, adolescent and child- 
hood age suggest that these were family tumuli. 
Tumuli II and in contain one or more cremation 
burials. 

Cremation was performed on a pyre 
outside the tumuli. The ashes were placed in 
vessels, laid on the terrain and then covered with 
earth, which was accompanied by ritual breaking 
of many other vessels. There are three intermedi- 
ary burials between the two burial rites. They 
were performed according to all requirements for 
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inhumation burials, but later the body of the 
deceased and especially the head were burned to 
a considerable extend. Thios probably reflects 
the Thracian faith in the purifying role of fire. 

Exquisite cups with two handles were 
the most characteristic grave offering. In some 
burials one cup was placed next to the head of the 
deceased, in other burials there were richer offer- 
ings: two or three vessels at the feet, in addition 

to some metal object - bronze or iron fibula or 
small iron knife. Such burials were apparently for 
socially higher-ranking individuals. It can not be 
ruled out that the warrior m tumulus I was also a 
ruler, while the richest female burial in tumulus 
II may have been that of a priestess. Tho bronze 
fibulae were placed on her shoulders, at her feet 
- two specially made vessels placed one above the 
other, with a sm all female idol placed in the lower 
vessel, a stylized figurine of a snake and small 
magic objects. The symolism of the combination 

of vessels and objects placed in them suggests a 

link with the cult of the Great Goddess-Mother, 
whose priestess the buried woman probably was. 
The objacts discovered and the charac- 
teristic ceramic forms date the necropolis to the 
1.0th 9th century BC, which makes it one of the 
earliest necropolises studied in Bulgaria so far. 

Totko Stoyanov 




Morula II. rnmieH haoa> f1orpe6eHwe »ia xpima 
Tumulus II. Clay idol. Burial of a priestess 



HnHtieHH saiUM - rpo6HM Aapose 
Clay cups - grave gifts 









MoiMJia II. BpoM30BM cJ)M6yjiM. riorpc6cHHe Ha 

aepnua 

Tumulus II. Bronze fibulas. Burial of a priestess 




Morula I. riorpe6eHHe Ha bohh 
Turr ulus I. Burial of a warrior 



MorMJia I Tpo6HH Aapose 
Tumulus I. Grave gifts 
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Valuable monuments of Thracian art have 
been discovered in and around the territory of Sborya- 
novo. Some of them were unearthed during archaeo- 
logical excavations of some of the tumuli, others were 
found quite by chance. 

Three gold ear-rings and a silver phiale were 
found during the excavations of Ginina Mogila and the 
four smaller tumuli around it. 

The ear-ring from Ginina Mogila is distin- 
quished by the high level of workmanship and by the 
marked striving towards realistic rendering of details. 
The ear-ring is in the form of an open ring ending in a 
lion's head. Gem incrustation was a technique almost 
totally unfamilar in the interior of ancient Thrace. This 
fine and expensive object found in the Sveshtari tomb 
probably came from some highly qualified workshop in 
one of the Greek colonies along the Thracian coast or 
from some workshop outside Thrace. 

The ear-rings from tumulus Nol7 were sim- 
pler in form. The lion's head is rendered in a general- 
ized manner, with no emphasis on details and without 
seeking additional effects. These ear-rings were proba- 
bly made by a Thracian artist using an odd mould. 

Ear-rings with a lion's head were very popular 
in the late 4th and early 3rd century BC. The emergence 
of this type of ear-rings is associated with a "lion's 
head'* motif that was traditional for the Balkans, but 
came from the East. 

Six gold rosettes were found in one of the 
tumuli investigated by G.Feher in the southarn part of 
the eastern necropolis in 1930. Their decoration was 
made by hammering and each has a flat ring on the 
lower side* 

Several of the accidental finds in the region 
merit special attention. 

The silver head-piece from the territory of 
Sveshtari is ellipsoid in shape. The upper part is deco- 
rated with a round protrusion resembling a male 
human head, the lower part is decorated with a lion's 
head. On each side there is one image of a bird, with 
stylized bird's tails above them. 

The gold protome of Pegasus was found on the 



territory of the village of Vazovo. The total weight of 
the preserved part is 475.5 g. The body of Pegasus is 
rendered very realistically. The muscles are tense, the 
head is slightly inclined and surging forward. The lips, 
teeth and eyes betray high professionalism. Most re- 
searches note the specific features of the Thracian style 
in this masterpiece, characteristic of the 5th-4th cen- 
tury BC and manifested in all major works of toreutics 
at that time. 

The magnificent works of a past age bring us 
back to the dynamic everyday life of the ancient Thra- 
cian civilization. 

Zhivka Mihailova 




3/19THH o6hum. MorHJia 17 
Gold ear-rings. Tumulus 17 



3/iaTHa o6Mua. CaeiuapCKa rpo6HMua 
Gold ear-ring. Sveshtari tomb 




Cpe6-bpHa rpHBHa. MajibK nopoBPu 
Silver bracelet Maluk Porovets 



Cpe6bpHa cfrua/ia. MorMjia 19a w 
Silver phiale. Tumulus 19a 



3/iaTHM po3eTM. H3ToneH HeKponoJi 
Gold rosettes. Eastern necropolis 



3/iaTeH nerac. Ba30B0 
Gold Pegasus. Vazovo 
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In the northern part of the eastern ne- 
cropolis of Sboryanovo, immediately next to 
Ginina Mogila, there are two other high tumuli, 
denoted as Nos 12 and 13, in which two smaller 
tombs with identical plan were discovered in 1988 
and 1989. They consist of an antechamber and 
chamber, and they are covered with semicylindri- 
cai vaults. The tombs closed with sliding doors 
which opened in opposite directions: to tne east 
in the tomb below tumulus No 13 and to the west 
in that below tumulus No 12. Both tombs were 
built at the level of the terrain. Their walls are 
about 80 cm. thick and they were shaped by two 
vertical rows of limestone blocks, exquisitely 
treated on the inside. Earth was accumulated 
over them in three stages. The first stage con- 
sisted of the piling of a layer of crushed stone in 
front of and over the tomb, leaving the entrance 
free. During the second stage layers of two types 
of earth - light and dark - were piled up. The third 
layer, which cave the final shape of the tumulus, 
consisted of light earth only. 

The tomb below tumulus No 12 had an 
interesting fate. Its inner dimension are 4.80 x 
3.03 m., the dividing wall between the main 
chamber and the antechamber was 50 cm. wide, 
and the chamber itself was square. After it was 
built and used for some time, the tomb was 
destroyed - probably by an earthquake. The 
destructions were carefully cleared, part of the 
blocks were removed and after the ritual shaping 
of the stone arc in front of the preserved threshold 
at the entrance, earth was accumulated over it. 

Fragments of human bones and offerings sug- 
gesting complicated and magnificient funerary 
rites were found in the tomb and in front of it. 
Only small human bones have been discovered 
and they belong to four individuals - four men and 
four women - forming four pairs. One of them 
was buried after cremation and the bones were 
placed in the periphery of the tumulus. Frag- 
ments of local and imported vessels, parade 

armament /iron armour, torque and ''Scythian 
type" arrows/, as well as sheep and swine bones, 
suggest the high rank of the people buried in the 
tomb. 

The tomb below tumulus No 13 has been 
entirely preserved. Its inner dimentions are: 
length 4.26 m /2.73m for the chamber/ and width 
2.47 m. It has a smooth facade and an entrance 
with a profiled frame. The drooves for the sliding 





door, which were preserved on the side protected 
against the winds, show traces of multiple open- 
ing. The entrance to the chamber is flanked by 
two rectangular colums whose capitals are deco- 
rated with ovolo patterns painted red and blue. 
The white and yellow limestone blocks are ar- 
ranged so as to produce a decorative effect. 

Only a part of the bones of three indi- 
viduals were found in the tomb, among them two 
femur al bones of a youth with traces or incisions, 
bones of a middle-aged woman and of an elderly 
man /femural bone and skull/. Between them - 
half a dog skeleton and bones of a rooster. A gold 

Erofiled Dead was found on the threshold In 
■ont of the tomb's entrance, on the layer of 

crushed stone, there was an accumulation of 
bones belonging to the same individuals and 
animals, together with the fragments of agilted 
iron pectoral, a gold bead, a gold spiral and 
ceramic fragments* The fragments of a broken 
stone door were found above the pit dug into the 
crushed stone layer. 

Was the tomb plundered during the 

antiquity? This question, posed about all Thra- 

dan tombs, could receive a different answer here. 
Traces of multiple openings of the door suggest 
that the complicated burial practices of the Getae 
who, according to the ancient authors, practised 
the mysterious "immortalization rite", included 
also repeated entering in the tombs, probably 
also taking out and re-burying of a part of the 
bones and gifts in a different place. The actual 
piling of the tomb was associated with ritual acts 
at each stage: the first stage involved laying of 
bones and of part of the grave gifts in front of the 
entrance, the second - the building of a stone arc 
in front of the entrance and the laying of the 
fragments of the door. Thus a mystery is begin- 
ning to receive its explanation which will become 
deeper and more comprehensive in future exca- 
vations. There is no doubt, however, that tombs 
reveal unsuspected aspects of the burial practices 
of the Thracians who were filled with deep 
admiration for the dead and with profound 
mysteriousness. The Thracians attained their 
highest peaks in sepulchlar architecture. With 
the cxquisiteness of the masonry of the two small 
tombs and with their simple and elegant decora- 
tion, they followed the top achievements of 
Thracian sepulchlar architecture from the Mormi 
Hellenistic Age, built on the territory of the Getic Tumuli 

BxOA* 

The en 




cantre. Their sliding doors were the first of this 
type to be discovered in the Balkans, but they 
were very well familiar in Asia Minor, in the 
Karyan-Lykian area. They are evidence in sup- 
port of the theory that Thracian builders worked 
on the basis of a broad exchange of knowledge 
and ideas, but they followed a path of their own 
within the frameworks of the Hellenistic Age. 
on the basis of a broad exchange of knowledge 
and ideas, but they followed a path of their own 
within the frameworks of the Hellenistic Age. 
With their doors opening in opposite directions 
and with their identical plan, they apparently 
formed a unified sepulcnlar architectural en- 
semble, together with the Sveshtari tomb, and re- 
presented the nucleus of the group of tumuli 
localized around them. It was built and func- 
tioned along most general lines in the last third of 
the 4th cerftury BC and in the first half of the 3rd 
century BC. It was preserved as a blazing trail on 
the sacred lsjid of the Getae from the times of 
their greatest might. 

Diana Gergova 
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t Ha rpo6HMuaTa c xjie60Beie 3a ruiMramaTa ce BpaTa 
trance of the tomb with the grooves for the Sliding door 
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Mormia 12. HiiaH Ha rpobHMuaTa 
Tumulus 12. Plan of the tomb 




Morwiia 12. rpo6mmaTa 
Tumulus 12. The tomb 



r/iMHeH cbA. MorHJia 12 
Clay vessel. Tumulus 12 
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MorMJia 13- niiaw wa rpo6MML^ata 
Tumulus 13. Plan of tha tomb 
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Morn/la 13 
Tumulus 13 



Mormia 13. (pacaaaTa Ha rpo6HHU.ara 
Tumulus 1 3. The facade of the tomb 
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The Thracian roy^l tomb near the village of Sveshtary, 
one of the most sensational discoveries during the past 
decade, was unearthed in 1982 during excavations of 
the Ginina M ogila mound rising in the northern corner 
of the eastern necropolis. The tomb consists of a 
corridor /dromos/ and three square chambers: ante- 
chamber, lateral chamber and main burial chamber 
covered by a semicylindrical vault. It is 7.50 m. long, 
6.50 m. wide at the facade and 4.45 m. high in the burial 
chamber. It is built of large limestone quadrae linked 
with iron braces over which lead has been poured. The 
plan of the building offers a new interesting example in 
Thracian building practice. The vaults have close par- 
allels in the sepukhiar architecture of the and of the 4th 

and the 3rd century BC in vast areas of the Hellenistic 
world, in ancient Macedonia, along the Mediterranean 
coast etc. The decoration of the tomb is also executed 
in the spirit of the contemporary Hellenistic architec- 
ture and art. Its entrance is flanked by two rectangular 
colums /antae/ whose capitals have painted ovolo 
ornamentation. Above them there is an architrave 
plate with a frieze in relief, consisting of stylized bovine 
heads /bucrania/, rosettes and garlands. The Doric 
order has also found a very original application in the 
decoration of the main burial chamber. Four Doric and 
one Corinthian half-columns support an architrave and 
frieze of metopes and triglyphs. This architectural 
frame aptly comprises the sculptural decoration often 
female figures with hands raised high like caryatids, 
executed m high relief. The figures are about 120 m. 
tall, presented frontally, wearing long sleeveless 
dresses /chitons/ tied with a thin belt below the 
breasts. The draping of the dress below the waist is 
shaped as an inverted calyx of three Acanthus leaves 
ending like three beautifully upturned volutes. The 
stern faces of the women are framed by long hair which 
falls to their shoulders in plaits. Each caryatied figure 
is wearing a kalathos on her head. The hair, eyes and 
parts of the clothing and sandals are coloured in dare 
brown, yellow, red and blue. 

The caryatids in the Sveshtari tomb are asso- 
ciated with the artistic and religious ideas of the epoch. 
The motif of the goddess with floral or snake-like legs 
occurs in the art of the entire Mediterranean region 
during the Hellenistic Age and it is one of the aspects 
of the Great Goddess, mistress of vegetation and 
fertility, of life on earth and beyond. With her hands 
raised high the goddess also personifies the forces of 
fate supporting the firmament over the graves of deities 
and mortals. There is no doubt that the same idea was 
invested in the caryatids decorating the tomb of the 

unknown Thracian ruler in Sveshtari. The peculiarity 
of the iconographic convention and composition of the 



UeHTpanna rpo6na icaMepa k. 
The main chamber of the tomb 



goddesses from Sveshtari reveal specificities which are 
characteristic of Thrace only and contribute to the 
elucidation of the symbolic nature of female images in 
the Thracian burial cult and ideology. 

Two funerary beds, human bones and grave 
offerings were discovered in the central chamber. 
From die scattered stone details it was possible to 
reconstruct the facade of the tomb aedicula - naiskos, 
consisting of pilastres, cornice and a pediment, and 
closed with three stone doors. Being placed in front of 
the large funerary bed as a symbol of the boundary 
between life and death, the aedicula isolated the grave 
of the deified ruler - the most sacral part of the tomb - 
from the remaining space. The theme of the deifica- 
tion of the ruler is further elaborated in the drawing on 
the lunette on the wall behind the aedicula. 

In the centre of the composition the goddess is 
offering a gold wreath to the ruler, rendered as a 
horseman facing her. On both sides of them there are 
processions of servants and armour-bearers carrying 
different gifts in their hands. In its composition and idea 
the drawing from Sveshtari is very close to the large 
frieze in the Kazanluk tomb. The time when the Svesn- 
tari tomb was built /mid-3rd century BC/ coincided 
with the period of a great political, economic and 
cultural upsurge of the Thracian tribe of the Getae. The 
rich decoration and the perfect architecture of the 
tomb emphasize the political power of the ruler in 
whose honour the tomb was erected in the vicinity of the 
capital . There is no doubt about the existence of a major 
building and artistic school in the region, which suc- 
cessfully combined Hellenistic concepts with local 
Thracian religious and artistic ideas. 

Maria Chichikova 
Totyu Ivanov 
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CeeiuapCKaTa rpo6nwua. riJiaH /a/ m 

ceneHMe /6/ 

The Sveshtari tomb. Plan /a/ and 

section /b/ 
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Bxg a^»t MS rpo6HwuaTa 

The Entrance of the tomb 





CBeujapCKa rpo6H»ma. KariM-ren 
The Sveshtari tomb. Capital 



EAMxyjiaTa 
The Aedicula 
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